
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Tuesday, 10 March 2020] 

 p1048d-1048d 
Mr Mark McGowan 

 [1] 

CORONAVIRUS — GOVERNMENT RESPONSE 

Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [2.02 pm]: I would like to provide an update to the house about 
the government’s response to COVID-19. There is considerable public concern about COVID-19. I want to reassure 
Western Australians that our state is as prepared as possible for a pandemic situation. The government is taking 
this very seriously and is doing everything it can to protect the community. 

The government is on the front foot when it comes to preparing for potential impacts on our community, including 
banning work-related international travel for public sector employees; banning school-related international school 
excursions for all public, private and Catholic schools, except travel to New Zealand; establishing three COVID 
clinics—at Royal Perth Hospital, Fiona Stanley Hospital and Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital—which have opened 
today, and planning for the expansion of these clinics to other regional and metropolitan locations; monitoring 
workforce impacts and acting accordingly; and implementing options to support public sector employees impacted 
by COVID-19. 

The “State Hazard Plan: Human Biosecurity” has been activated and includes detailed arrangements for managing 
and responding to a pandemic. The State Emergency Coordination Group, led by the Commissioner of Police, 
Chris Dawson, is ensuring our emergency management response is coordinated. 

We are finalising an updated whole-of-government pandemic plan to respond to COVID-19. This plan includes 
roles, responsibilities and advice for government agencies, private businesses, the community and households, and 
will be released shortly. In addition, the government has specific and effective health and emergency plans managed 
by the Department of Health, the Western Australia Police Force and other agencies, as well as legal powers, if 
needed, to further protect the community. I have moved to bolster these arrangements by establishing a dedicated 
unit within the Department of the Premier and Cabinet to provide additional support to the Department of Health 
and the public sector as a whole. 

Our approach is based on evidence and expert advice, and we are in lock step with the commonwealth government. 
Our actions will be reasonable, equitable and proportionate to the risk, based on health advice, and, as far as possible, 
consistent with those in other states. 

Just as we are doing what we can, we also ask the community to do its bit. Although it is reasonable and sensible for 
people to prepare for any disruption by having some supplies such as their prescription medicine and non-perishable 
food, stockpiling and panic buying is not helpful and is unnecessary. I urge every Western Australian to remain 
calm, use commonsense, and listen to the advice and instructions given by health professionals. We are looking to 
the public for its goodwill and cooperation over coming months. I also urge every person to be aware of the risks, 
particularly if they are travelling; take steps to protect themselves by practising good hygiene habits, such as washing 
their hands often with soap and water, staying home if they are sick, and covering coughs and sneezes with a tissue; 
please get vaccinated when the flu shot becomes available; check in on and help the vulnerable members of our 
community, including the elderly, to see if they are okay; and support their local businesses, because it is imperative 
that our local retailers, hospitality providers and contractors are supported. Go about your ordinary business. If the 
situation changes, we will provide you timely advice on what to do. 
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